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THE SOUL’S FRESH 


OPPORTUNITY 
minute waters cover the place where he has 
Hour by hour the substance of his thoughts changes him 


is. Daily the 
of his body are renewed towards the seven yearly trans- 
mutation of his whole form, making him kin to the 
where the everlasting hills are contin carried to the edge 
of the sea; where season by season the leaves of autumn fall 
to uncover the buds of spring. 


able. We surround ourselves with well 


It is for us to choose how we will look upon life. We 
can echo the Christian world pessimism which says, “ Change 
and decay in all around I see.” Yet it lies with us to look upon 
precisely the same events, and say with Marcus Aurelius, 

Whatever is, is but the seed of that which shall be.” It is 
only when we 

low that we sh 

are conscious 

that man i 
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Mr. Longmate indulges in some rather 


E which are not easy to prove or to disprove; 


t his descriptions of the methods and aims of the students 
and the dons will be held, by most Oxford men, as being 
reasonably well- founded. The name of Oxford,“ he says, 
“is a label which has readily attached itself to a variety of 
objects and a strange medley of causes.” This will be im- 
mediately agreed by most people who have thought about it. 

Especially interesting to readers of these columns will be 
the author’s chapter on religion ; he says that to many people 
religion at Oxford is associated with Frank Buchman’s so- 
called “ Oxford Groups,” though this is a movement to which 
only a tiny minority of undergraduates give allegiance. Com- 
pulsory chapel, which is continued in some colleges, gives an 
outward appearance of religious enthusiasm, though Mr. 
Longmate doubts more than a small proportion of under- 
graduates would attend were compulsion dropped. 
“Contrary to popular belief,” he adds, “the predominant 
movement in Oxford religion at the present time is not Anglo- 
Catholic but distinctly evangelical. The one church which is 
packed to the doors Sunday after Sunday is St. Aldates, where 
the teaching and practice are definitely ‘low’.” The author 
points, too, to the increase of Roman Catholicism in Oxford, 
as elsewhere in this country. 

Increase in religious interest has been strongly 


generally 
marked since the war. The Socratic Club, which exists 
—— for the discussion of religious questions, attracts 
rge audiences. “The religious attitude in 1931 was one of 
bored hostility to Christianity, in 1953 it is one of definite, if 
restrained, approval It should be stated, however, that, 


The book is, however, readable and lively. It will stir 


some to argument—which, perhaps, is not a bad thing. 
And, for those who 

university city with a living 

existing to give its students stimulus and encouragement, and 


a place which is still a centre of scholarship in what is, perhaps, 
an unscholarly age. 


14 Gordon Square, Landon, C. IJ. They should not in 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 


3. 
realize 


©. | danzerous 
i Born into such a situation, who are we to resist change ? 
11 We cling to the few possessions we have won for ourselves and 
movement of events we court the inevitable t. We are 
u dazed and bewildered, annoyed and angered. Nor king nor 
| 7 commoner can halt the tide. Only those who plan in rhythm 
3 with the flow of life pass serenely through the unpredictable 
1 i according to Mr. Longmate, “the Unitarians, who possess a 
post-graduate theological college in Oxford, have made no 
| 3 converts.” (This is an example of the dangerous generalization 
1 mentioned at the beginning of this review.) The Oxford Uni- 
— a in unior a 
comaions Soe is not mentioned in Oxford Triumphant. 
7 Those who would rejoice to face the intriguing hazards of the 
7 future have but one need—a point of permanence. To those 
ad whose lives are centred in God, the flowering and decay of 
ry institutions, as of personal identify, is but a manifestation of 
re the Eternal Spirit. Our little individual lives may be rounded 
11 to create new shapes uty, to new forms of truth, 
aligned purposes e, change becomes en- * 
— —— of Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer. 
: that is part of thy harmony, great Universe. For me nothing is 
| early and nothing late that is in season for thee. All is fruit 
a for me which thy seasons bear, O Nature” We shall ride —— 
i serenely the waves and the billows of the future when — * 
q ulmost conviction we can ing: letters appearing 
7 : issue, I thought I would elaborate a little on my first letter. 
} Dre I was sorry my first letter did not make it clear that money 
. By whom new things to birth are E 
fF eee: 1. It scems to me loans would have to be made to a trust 
} Suill Thou art our abode 2A resister would have to be Kept of lenders and certifi 
cates given to as evidence loans. 
A PORTRAIT OF OXFORD 
By John Rowland — securities amount of 
‘a “THERE must be many people in the Unitarian and Free of several years it would be found what was 
—— 
that reason. if for no other, seems to be a for we should bope for a coustant iacoming as well as outgoing 
here Oxford Triumphant, by } Long- 8. [have pondered the point Mr. Dence makes 
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In early life she was a Methodist. 
Eagleton, himself a staunch worker and 
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3 The 40th Annual Meeting of the Manchester District was — 
; held at Brookfield, Gorton, on Wednesday, Feb 
12 a National President, Rev. M. C. Harris, 
He Service. Miss Harris — the — 2 call 
4 building of the walls of Jerusalem to note 
1 ote of hope, be 
HELEN HENDERSON EAGLETON 
2" Mill Hill , has suffered a further severe loss in 
| 
1. * 
-two 118411101 121012 entin 10 branches. were present at 
1 — snowy day 
a 
ng Business modernization 
4 — ing the adoption 
7 of Chesterfield of its si beauty. His attendance at the Chapel services was 
if} The Rev. fo conduc exemplary and his never-failing kindness and courtesy endeared 
5 me Service which followed tea. Miss Haziehurst toc him to all. 
be fo text “Add not more trouble to a heart that is vexed He came to live in Cheadle Hume in 1921 after 20 years in 
1 felt mat just now, when it is going through a difficult general medical practice in Fai Manchester, and discovered 
+? the Unitarian Movement was greativ in need of the existence of Dean Row Chapel by accdeat soon after hs 
1} instead we so often criticise the Movement. ourselves arrival in the neighbourhood. was greatly attracted by its 
i} other. The Women’s League could be the medicine chest reren 
1 denomination, for “a merry heart is a good medicine. and abiding affection. His help and guidance in Chapel affairs 
i After the Service members sat round a roaring fire t have become part of its history. R.M. 
3 the times of their trains and buses home and so ended a sn, ti ae 
happy meeting. 
1 DEMOCRACY IN U.S.A. 
. NEWS FROM THE WEST meeting of the Lamers Club, London, the 
rom Ow Covenant 
ai ions have been carried out at several churches ind as to what is democracy and in answering 
4 heating apparatus, costing £150. — — there subjects: McCarthyism, Colour problem 
at Crewkerne have been paid — dleected 
| oak Rostrum Chair. blending wit to get rich quickly, and he 
: made by the Secretary. nunists. In his view, McC 
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GENERAL. ASSEMBLY 
OF UNITARIAN AND FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. LONDON. APRIL 27 to APRIL 30 


in addition to the Resolution to amend the Constitution, notice of which appeared in The Inquirer on 
ee the Council will recommend the following: 


“FULL-TIME MINISTRIES (ONE CHURCH OR MORE) 


The f 8 
a 
(b) Housing accommodation OR Housing allowance. 
(c) Expense allowance. 
(d) Telephone rental. 
(e) One-half National Insurance Contribution. 
(f) Congregational proportion of Ministers’ Pension and Insurance Fund Contribution. 


The H, ! Provincial Town and London is dropped, except as regards Housing. 


1954 


ovr FIVE yours in the £375 
Minimum stipend over FIVE years in the Ministry ........... £450 


Manse values shall remain as at present on a three-fold basis, with revisions 


—— 
Scales and special conditions where necessary. These values are: 


_ Manse rent free ............ £40 £50 £75 
Manse rent and rates free £56 £70 £105 
„ in the light of 
conditions. 


It must be made clear that the General Assembly cannot make larger grants to enable higher stipends 
to be paid: responsibility must rest upon the individual congregations.” é es 


in Lenten, Secretary. 


THE LINDSEY PRES 


The National Union of Unitarian and Free Christian 


Lay Preachers 
AN EASTER SCHOOL 
. for Lay Preachers and others interested will be held at the 
UNITARIAN COLLEGE, MANCHESTER 
(Thursday evening to Monday noon, April 15 to 19, 1954) 
Lay Preachers. 
from Hymns of Worship 1 
OCCASIONS 
HYMNS FOR SPECIAL Pearly Ag ay 
of Worship MR. C. S. BUTTERWORTH, 33 Vexpux Crescent, ROCHDALE. 
. Note:—The Annual General of the National 
HYMNS FOR FESTIVALS AND be held at the r 
ANNIVERSARIES 


from School Praise 
Each of the above sty cont 6 6d. 
= 


THE LINDSEY PRES 
GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.ct 


DEATH 
CALLOW—On February 20, Mrs. Emma BR. Callow, member of 
Hastings Church Cremation service conducted by Rev. D. Hilton. 
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“LAYFOLK TO LAYFOLK” 
Gencral Assembly, 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C 1. : 
EMENT RATES 
1 Rates os | Terms fer 2 Serine 


